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Association to Purchase 5 Game Cameras

The idea of the Association buying a motion-activated game/trail camera for
members to borrow has been brought up in the past, but never been acted on until
now. South Lee member Louis Doebbler, who has donated hunts on his hill
county property for the past three years as an auction item at the spring meeting,
asked if the Association could use some of the money raised from his donation
for this purpose. Well, thanks at least in part to Mr. Doebbler’s generosity and
desires, the directors decided to purchase one of these cameras for each of the co-
ops. The directors will keep track of and loan out the cameras for members use.
The users will simply have to provide their own batteries. Contact your directors
if you are interested in checking out one of the cameras. Using these cameras is
fun to see what is on your property when you’re not there but also a great tool to
survey your wildlife. Many times I have had people tell me that they only have
does on their property and no bucks. The truth is, if you don’t have one of these
cameras out taking pictures night and day, you never really know what you have.

Website Coming Soon

The Lee County Wildlife Association, in the not to distant future, will have it’s
very own website. A website will be a great resource of information and an easy
way for potential new members to find out about the association is and how to
become a member. The site will have information like calendars of events,
upcoming meetings and workshops, newsletters, and articles on many subjects
and have links to related websites and resources and much more. The address
will be leecountywildlife.org. Mary Ann Schubert has volunteered to build and
maintain the site for the Association. We will owe her a huge thank you for
sharing her talents and time for our benefit.

A Program on Snakes

A suggestion of having a program on snakes has grown into a monster. The
suggestion was made to have Clint Pustejovsky of Texas Snakes and More out of
Houston come and do a program. Clint has a very interesting and educational
presentation that will change the way you think about snakes. OK-- maybe that’s
a stretch for some people, but you will learn that a lot of things you think you
know about snakes is just wrong. Well, that idea grew into sponsoring Clint to do
programs in the local schools during the day and having a program open to the
public in the evening. There are still many details to work out but Clint is willing
and we are trying to make it happen. The date will be worked around the
school’s schedule so look for this program this fall on our new website.
can read more about Texas Snakes and More at www.texassnakes.net)

(You



PAGE 2

Prescribed Burn Field Days

Currently in the works: TPWD in this district (7) is seeking funding to build up to three prescribed burn trailers for
landowner’s use. So far, the National Turkey Federation has pledged $15,000 for the cause and more matching
funds are being sought from other agencies. The idea is to have equipment available for properly trained
landowners to use, including drip torches, back pack sprayers, flappers, weather kits, radios and three sizes of water
spray units. If funding permits, even a 4-wheeler may be added. TOWMA will be responsible for maintaining,
storing, and renting out the trailers to qualified members of wildlife coops. TPWD’s goal is to provide prescribed
burning training field days starting this fall and spring so when the equipment is available, landowners interested in
using it will be able to. A prescribed burning field day has been tentatively scheduled for Saturday December 2nd
in Lee County.

Aging Deer on the Hoof

According to the survey forms filled out at the February meeting, members are interested in programs about
learning how to age deer on the hoof. In addition to filling that request, the idea of putting that information in the
hands of every hunter in the county is being pursued. A number of pamphlets on aging deer on the hoof have been
donated by Moultrie Feeders and will be made available to members and everyone who purchases a hunting license
in the county.

Second Annual Youth Shooting Event Planned

The LCWA and TPWD will be hosting the second annual youth shooting and firearms safety event this October
24™ at Nails Creek Park on Lake Somerville. Local high school students involved in wildlife and agriculture
classes are invited to come out for a fun, safe, hands-on educational opportunity.

The objective of the event is to educate students about hunter ethics and safety and give them the opportunity to
shoot different types of firearms and bows. Students are placed in small groups and rotated through eight stations
where they receive one-on-one instruction. The stations include: hunter and boater safety, a hunter ethics and
safety trail, archery, shotgun, 22 pistol, 22 rifle, black powder rifle, and center-fire rifle. Students will also enjoy a
picnic lunch provided by LCWA. The event was a lot of fun last year and will only be better this year.

It takes a lot of people to put on this event and any interested volunteers will be welcome. Donations last year from
the Sportsman’s Warehouse in Round Rock, and financial support from the Texas Wildlife Association and the
Texas Game Wardens Association, made the event possible.

Food Plots Seed Cost Sharing

The LCWA wants to encourage members to keep planting wildlife food plots. So the food plot cost sharing pro-
gram will be ongoing.

Each member can receive up to $25 in matching funds per season (you spend a dollar, we spend a dollar) for the
purchase of seed to plant wildlife food plots in Lee County. To take advantage of this offer please bring a copy of
your receipt to The Lee County Extension Office.

Purchase any wildlife food plot seed and LCWA will reimburse you for half of the cost up to $25.00. (You must
spend at least $50.00 on seed to receive the full $25.00 reimbursement.) This offer is only good for current seed
purchases to be planted in Lee County for current paid members. The deadline for bringing in receipts are Decem-
ber 1% for fall plantings and April 1* for spring plantings. Reimbursement checks will be mailed out after deadline
dates. Seed that is eligible include oats, wheat, peas, clovers, food plot mixes, and soybeans and peanuts if they are
planted.

Getting a soil test is always money well spent. Most food plot failures can be avoided by having the correct pH and
adding fertilizer if needed.
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Dry Conditions Could Impact Fawn Survival and Antler Growth

The dry conditions will impact food availability during late pregnancy and lactation for does which impacts
the survival of fawns being born. I have seen and have been hearing about several fawns around the county
but it will be August before we will really be able to tell what the fawn survival is going to be. The collection
of herd composition data is very important. Antler development is tied directly to nutrition and a hot dry
spring and summer definitely limits food availability during antler development. However: despite the
drought, I have seen some bucks with very nice antlers already and they will continue to grow into September.
Supplemental feeding of a high protein feed during times when natural food sources are limited can be a big

help.

Collecting Herd Composition Data

Please help with this effort, even
if you only record a few deer.
With nearly 500 members it all
adds up. Herd composition data
may be the most valuable data
collected on a deer herd. When
properly collected,
herd composition
data can reflect the
overall health of a
herd and help
guide the manager
in making proper
harvest recommendations.

Herd composition data should be
collected during August. The
fawns have become a part of the
herd by this time, yet they are
small enough to be easily
distinguished from adult deer.
Observations outside this period
may result in inaccurate data.
Observations may be collected any
time during the day. However, the
first and last hours of daylight are
often the most productive for deer
seen per hour of effort.
Observations should not be
collected at night because it is too
difficult to correctly identify sex
and size.

Herd composition data
should be collected
during August, during the

day and using binoculars.

All deer recorded must be viewed
through binoculars or a spotting
scope. Small antlers are easily
overlooked without optical aids.
Fawns whose spots have started to
fade are also hard to distinguish
when they are
observed alone. Be
sure to look at the

be fawns because
the hips are the last
place to lose spots.

When observing deer in herds, it is
important that each deer be
identified. If a herd of six deer is
seen but only four are positively
identified, do not record any of the
deer. If there are two bucks, three
does, and one fawn in a herd, you
may easily identify the bucks but
may not be sure of the other four
unless they are all individually
identified. When a herd is seen,

quickly get a total head count, then

go back and positively identify

bucks first because they are easiest,

then identify fawns, and finally
identify the does making sure not
to miss small-antlered bucks.

hips of deer that you
think could possibly

Observations can be made during
routine ranch operations or as a
special effort. Observing the same
deer recorded on a previous count
is not a concern. If a conscientious
effort is made to record accurate
data, a small amount of duplicate
recording should not affect the
ratio. All deer should be recorded
as a buck, doe or fawn. Recording
bucks according to number of
antler points is also beneficial. The
occurrence of spikes versus multi-
point animals is a good indication
of the nutrition available.

Please return the completed form,
included in this newsletter, by
September 12th to Greg Pleasant,
TPWD biologist.

NO ONE WILL KNOW
WHAT'S ON YOUR PROPERTY

Only the total numbers of

deer by region are made public

Don’t forget to be taking pictures for the photo contest!
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The postage for this newsletter has been made possible by the sponsors listed on this page.
Please let them know you appreciate their sponsorship!

Anyone wishing to place a business card ad for one year may contact
Mickey Wachsmann at 512-253-6368 or the Lee County Wildlife Association,
c/0 Texas Cooperative Extension, P.O. Box 150, Giddings TX 78942-0150.

Dianna Noack
Senior Vice-President - Branch Manager

CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK

104 West Austin
Giddings, Texas 78942
979-542-3136

Fax: 979-542-0239

www.cnbcam.com
Email: dnoack @cnbcam.com

City Meat Market

Custom Slaughtering
BBQ & Sausage Daily
Retail & Wholesale Curs * Halves & Quarters
Deer Processing
GERALD BIRKELBACH
Owner
Market: (979) 542-2740
Plant: (979) 542-3555
Home: (979) 366-9673

101 W. Austin
Giddings, TX 78942

Wayne Galipp
Vice President

Direct Line 979-542-7282
Email: wgalipp@fnbgiddings.com

First National Bank

P.O. Box 269 = 108 East Austin
Giddings, Texas 78942-0269
979-542-1200 « Fax 979-542-0788
Website: www.FNBGiddings.com

Flying W Mallards

Greenhead Mallard Ducks Available

Dennis & Pauline Wachsmann
(Mickey)

1144 Private Road 8026 Home: 512-253-6368
Paige, Texas 7659 Cell: 979-540-7294
2 Miles west on 21 from Manhiem

* Root Plowing * Pond Construction * Brush Clearing
* Maintainer Work « Disking * Hauling

USTO
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Dozer Work
Dennis Foerster

(512) 253-6655
(979) 542-8406 Cell

1061 PR 8039
Giddings, Texas 78942

Giddings
(979) 542-3666
Austin
(512) 472-1147
Toll Free
(8C0) 258-8302
FAX
{979) 542-3220

R J Nitsche

www.INTonline,.com

143 EAST AUSTIN STREET » GIDDINGS, TEXAS 78942

@ JOHN DEERE

Jaeger's Inc.

PO. Box 36, 1309 E. Austin

Giddings, TX 78942

979-542-2259 979-542-3906 Fax 888-334-2933
E-mail: jaeger@jaegersinc com

Website: www jaegersinc com

Larry’s >
> Fish Farm ﬁ

Channel Cat - Humpback Blue Cat - Perch
Minnows & Bass

Larry Spitzenberger
4203 N Hwy 77 Fox (979) 542-2365
Giddings, Texas 78942 www.texasateam.com
Tex. Fish Farm Lic. #27967

(979) 542-6245

a branch of
First National Bank in Cameron
—J 825 E_ Austin /P. O Box 820
(iddings, Texas 78942
Telephone: 979/542-6666
FAX: 979/542-2507

wanw Ichgid.com
Member FDIC

r LEE COUNTY BANK

“SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY”

Lo O Lves
Feed

1790 W AUSTIN STREET ]
GIDDINGS, TX 78942
FEED - SEED - FERTILIZER - FENCING - LAWN & GARDEN
EQUINE, LIVESTOCK, PET & WILDLIFE SUPPLIES

LEE COUNTY GENERAL STORE
(979) 542-3188

PO BOX 120
.-:
|
] 1-800-242-5880
CLOTHING - BOOTS - NOVELTIES - DRINKS

LEE COUNTY FARMERS COOP
LAND O LAKES & PURINA FEED DEALER

FEED, FUEL, CHEMICALS, FENCING,
FARM SUPPLIES, DRY AND LIQUID
FERTILIZERS WITH CUSTOM APPLICATION

HWY 290 WEST - P.O BOX 120 GIDDINGS, TX 78942
STORE: (979) 542-3188 / 1-800-242-5880
FAX: (979) 542-2757
leccountycoop@bluebon.net
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Lee County Pri

Representing Buyers af Lee County .u' Estate

8705 Shoal Creek Blvd, Suite 116
Austin, Texas 78757
512/940-0444 mobile
512/476-2278 ofc

512/476-2280 fax

Jeff W Bullard
Broker

www.leecountypropertics.com
jeffb@leecountyproperties.com

MARKERT

CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY
EDWARD MARKERT
Custom Built Homes and Remodeling
SHOP & OFFICE 1184 PR 8020 W. Hwy. 21
979/542-3920 LINCOLN, TX 78948-9703

FAX # 979-542-7035 HOME: 979/542-0214

ROUND TOP STATE BANK

Curtis Frosch
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
Giddings Branch Manager
1442 E. Austin
P.0.Box 180 979-542-7872
Giddings, TX 76942 Fax 979-542-6205

Z”Wgé Real Estate

167 S. Manse Giddings, Texas 78942
(979) 542-1234 office  (979) 542-0078 fax

Professional & Courteous Service
Doug Westfall & Leon Westfall

www.westfallrealestate.com



This is the most important survey we can conduct to evaluate the effects of the WMA on the deer herd.
Each member should make an effort to record a minimum of 10 deer on their property.
More is always better. Log observations August 1st thru August 31st, total your results, fold this sheet,

tape it, apply a stamp and mail it in. I need to receive the forms by September 12th. Thank You for your help.

Co-op Name
Ranch Name: Lee County 2006
Bucks | Bucks | Bucks | Undet.
Date Observer 2-3 pts | 4-7 pts 8+ pts Bucks Fawns Does Total Location
8/5 G. Rees M 1l Il I WU | 1 111 It 1 36 Example
8/6 G. Rees I Il Il | [l 9 Example
Total

*Please total across and down




FOLD HERE

GREG PLEASANT

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE DEPT
200 S MAIN, SUITE 230A
GIDDINGS TX 78942

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOLD HERE




