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Feral Hogs: Whose Problem Are They?

By Greg Pleasant, TPWD Wildlife Biologist

Texas potentialy has one of the largest
feral hog populationsin the world.
Estimates range from 1 to 3 million. No
one knows for sure, because there just is
not an accurate way to count them and
they move around so much. Feral hogs
have been in Texas for over 200 years, but
have recently dramatically increased. Feral
hogs now occur in 24 statesinthe U. S.
and have spread from 462 countiesin 1988
to 1,042 counties by 2004, an increase of
125% in 16 years.

Feral hogs cause damage in many forms
including loss of livestock and wildlife
feed, fences, crops, and rooting that causes
loss of hay production and damage to farm
equipment. People often ask when isthe
state going to do something about feral
hogs? The newsisthe stateis not going to
fix this problem for you. Thereis not
going to be a bounty on feral hogs. There
is not going to be alegal poison or
chemical sterilization in the near future. If
you want something done about feral hogs
you, the landowner, are going to have to
do it yourself. We need to start working
together and working smarter.

Trapping is probably the single most
effective method of removing hogs that we

have for this area. Thereis no hope of
eliminating them completely.
Unfortunately, they are here to stay, but
their numbers can be greatly reduced along
with the damage they do. Trapping
correctly is the key to success. Because
most hogs travel in large family groups the
objective should beto catch al the pigsin
the group at one time. Using small traps
makes catching the whole herd much less
likely and risks educating the pigs that did
not get captured. There are places where
box traps have there place. They will
certainly catch pigs of all sizes. They are
often less expensive and are easy to hall
and relocate, but are not the best tool for
the job if reducing hog numbers on alarge
scaleisthe objective. If you only have a
few hogs they are probably fine.

Trap Location:
Y ou can get pigs to come to your trap but
it isusualy quicker to move the trap to the
pigs. Find where the pigs are traveling,
either from bedding areas or your
neighbors property, and put the trap near
there. | do not recommend putting the trap
in the middle of your hay pasture just
because that’ s where the damage was done
last night. Pre-baiting your trap for as long
(Continued on page 2)

Hog Trap Cost Estimate
Below is a cost estimate for alarge teardrop corral trap in May 2007 based on cost of
materials from the Lee County General Store:

Item Quantity Price Total
5'x20 utility panels (4"x4” mesh) * 10 $46.50  $465.00
6% t-posts (5 per panel, plus 5 to string the trip wire) 55 $3.75 $206.25
Trap gate purchased from the LCWA 1 $75.00 $75.00
TOTAL $746.25

* Important Note: 5-foot utility panels are a must. Do not even bother with a 4-foot panel.
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(Continued from page 1)

asit takes to get the entire herd comfortable entering the
trap before you set it is the key to successfully trapping the
whole heard. In so doing, you are likely to encourage the
pigs to spend more time in the vicinity of the trap before
you catch them. The middle of your hay pasture is not

raspberry or strawberry jello. Over time it probably
wouldn’t hurt to change up your bait to entice stubborn
hogs to enter atrap, but it is probably not necessary. Y ou
can place afeeder inside your trap to further reduce the
number of trips you have to make to the trap to pre-bait. A
five gallon bucket feeder would work fine or even cheaper.

where you want them. If you are
planning on selling the pigs you catch,
you need to be able to get atrailer to
thetrap in al wesather. So consider
that when setting up the trap.

The more pigs you have in your area
the larger your trap should be. Ina

Largecorral trapsare more effective
at catching herds of pigsthan small
box typetraps and can save you time
and money in thelong run.

Placing cornin a piece of 4”
diameter perforated PV C sewer pipe
with a cap on each end will slow
down raccoons and crows from
eating your bait. Burying cornin
post holes is another way to keep
bait in the trap longer and keeps
soured corn from drying out.

larger trap more hogs will feel

comfortable entering. Also, agroup of pigs are lesslikely
to panic and go crashing through the corral wallsif they
have room to move away from you. Y our trigger needs to
be far enough away from the gate and set in away that all
the pigs have time to enter the trap before the first pig to
the bait can trigger the gate to close.

Justification for the expense:

Pigs can die very quickly in the heat without shade or
water, So once you set atrap you must check it every
morning. Using alarge corral trap and pre-baiting you can
greatly reduce the amount of time you spend checking on
traps compared to the number of hogs captured. If you are
selling the trapped hogs, you will also have more hogs per
trip. This savestime and gas. Thistrap my cost you more
money up front, but you should make up the difference
quickly in time and miles driven. At May 2007 hog prices
it will only take you afew large hogs to re-coop the trap
expense. Example five, 2511b. hogs would yield you
$702.50 at .50 cents per pound and a $15 head bonus.

Baiting:
Cornisasgood as anything for baiting hogs. There are
dozens of recipes for soured corn with sugar, yeast, and

Feral hogs are a growing problem, but if enough
landowners in an area trap smart their numbers can be
greatly reduced. The directors thought that thiswas a
worthy causeto try to get people to work together to and
encourage more people to get involved. The association is
having trap gates built and selling them at a greatly reduced
price to coop members. More information will be available
on the Lee County WMA website |eecountywildlife.org. If
you would like to purchase a trap gate for $75.00 please
contact Greg Pleasant.

Key Points:

1 Bigger is better, alarge corral trap is the best!

2 Pre-bait until all the pigs are entering the trap before you
set it. Use atrail camerato monitor the trap use.

3 If you use atrip wire type trigger, it should be set at |east
24 inches off the ground and in asmall area at the far
end of the trap away from the gate. Y ou don’'t want the
small hogs to trip the gate closed before the big ones
have entered.

4 If you are not going to trailer the hogs you catch make
the corral round. Pigs will stack up in corners and try to
escape. Consider using afeeder in the trap to save trips
while pre-baiting.

Species Highlight: Great Plains Rat Snake

By Greg Pleasant, TPWD Wildlife Biologist

Shortly after we had the program on snakes back in April, | came across a snake near my driveway that | had not seen
before. My son, Hunter, who held every snake that Clint the snake man brought, said he wanted one for apet. Thisone
was not aggressive, so | caught it to try to figure out what kind it was. It turned out to be Great Plains Rat Snake. They
only grow to about 42" and eat rodents, birds, frogs and lizards. They could be mistaken for Texas Rat Snake (chicken
snake) but do not get aslarge. We bought a few mice so Hunter could watch the snake catch and eat them, something |
think no kid should be deprived of. It's even better than the discovery channel.

Best | can figure, we have about 27 different species of sakesin this part of Texas and only 4 of them are poisonous.
Instead of assuming that all snakes are poisonous, take the time to learn what the few poisonous snakes look like. Snakes
serve avaluable purpose in the ecosystem. Try to be alittle more tolerant of all wild critters, not just the cute cuddly
ones. More information and photos of this snake, and of the four local poisonous species, can be seen at

leecountywildlife.org
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Notes From Your President

Game Cameras Available

Hello, Lee County Wildlife Association Members!

Since retiring as the Lee County Extension Agent in
December 2006, | have been busy with humerous
things related to sales and consulting. It is a pleasure
to represent and serve you as your LCWA

president. My commitment to wildlife programming
and enhancement is still a priority issue.

We need your input on future program topics and
items the LCWA directors and members should be
addressing. Please share these with your co-op
directors, or you may e-mail me at
baillum@ag.tamu.edu. | would like to encourage all
five LCWA co-ops to have their fall meetings to
strengthen our organization’s mission and

purpose. See you at your co-op meeting.

Last year the LCWA purchased several motion game/trail
cameras. These are available for members to borrow.
The directors will keep track of and loan out the cameras
for Association membersto use. The users will simply
have to provide their own batteries.

Using these camerasis fun to see what’s on your property
when you’ re not there, and also a great tool to survey
your wildlife. Lee County wildlife biologist Greg
Pleasant says that many times he has had peopletell him
that they only have doe on their property and no bucks...
but the truth is, if you don’'t have one of these cameras
out taking pictures night and day, you never really know
what you have. Y ou may be very surprised!

Contact your directorsif you are interested in checking
out one of the cameras.

Collecting Herd Composition Data

Please help with thiseffort, even if you only record a
few deer. With nearly 500 membersit all addsup. Herd
composition data may be the most valuable data collected
on adeer herd. When properly collected, herd composition
data can reflect the overall health of a herd and help guide
the manager in making proper harvest recommendations.

Herd composition data should be collected
during August. The fawns have become a
part of the herd by thistime, yet they are
small enough to be easily distinguished
from adult deer. Observations outside this
period may result in inaccurate data.
Observations may be collected any time
during the day. However, the first and last
hours of daylight are often the most
productive for deer seen per hour of effort. Observations
should not be collected at night because it istoo difficult to
correctly identify sex and size.

All deer recorded must be viewed through binoculars or a
spotting scope. Small antlers are easily overlooked without
optical aids. Fawns whaose spots have started to fade are
aso hard to distinguish when they are observed alone. Be
sure to look at the hips of deer that you think could
possibly be fawns because the hips are the last place to lose
spots.

When observing deer in herds, it isimportant that each
deer be identified. If aherd of six deer is seen but only four
are positively identified, do not record any of the deer. If

Herd composition data
should be collected during
August, during the day
and using binoculars.

there are two bucks, three does, and one fawn in a herd,
you may easily identify the bucks but may not be sure of
the other four unlessthey are all individually identified.
When a herd is seen, quickly get atotal head count, then go
back and positively identify bucks first because they are
easiedt, then identify fawns, and finally identify the does
making sure not to miss small-antlered bucks.

Observations can be made during routine
ranch operations or as a special effort.
Observing the same deer recorded on a
previous count is not a concern. If a
conscientious effort is made to record
accurate data, a small amount of duplicate
recording should not affect the ratio. All
deer should be recorded as a buck, doe or
fawn. Recording bucks according to number of antler
pointsis also beneficial. The occurrence of spikes versus
multi-point animalsis a good indication of the nutrition
available.

Please return the completed form, included in this
newsd etter, by September 12th to Greg Pleasant, TPWD
biologist.

NO ONE WILL KNOW WHAT’S
ON YOUR PROPERTY
Only total numbers of deer
by region are made public




PAGE 4

The postage for this newsletter has been made possible by the sponsors listed on
this page. Please let them know you appreciate their sponsorship!

Anyone wishing to place a business card ad for one year may contact Lee County
Wildlife Association, c/o Texas Cooperative Extension, P.O. Box 150, Giddings TX

78942-0150.

Dianna Noack
Senior Vice-President - Branch Manager

CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK

104 West Austin
Giddings, Taxas 78942
979-542-3136

Fax: 979-542-0239

www.cnbcam.com
Email: dnoack @cnbcam.com

City Meat Market

Custom Slaughtering
BRQ & Sausage Daily
Retail & Wholesale Cuts = Halves & Quarters
Deer Provessing
GERALD BIRKELBACH
Owner
Market: (979) 542-2740
Plant: (979) 542-3555
Home: (979) 366-9673

101 W. Austin
Giddings, TX 78942

Direct Line 979-542-7282
Email: wgalipp @fnbgiddings.com

First National Bank

P.O. Box 269 * 108 East Austin
Giddings, Texas 78942-0269
979-542-1200 « Fax 979-542-0788
Website: www.FNBGiddings.com

Wayne Galipp
Vice President

Flying W Mallards

Greenhead Mallard Ducks Available

Dennis & Pauline Wachsmann
(Mickey)

1144 Private Road 8026 Home: 512-253-6368
Paige, Texas 7659 Cell: 979-540-72594
2 Miles west on 21 from Manhiem

» Root Plowing * Pond Construction * Brush Clearing
+ Maintainer Work ¢ Disking * Hauling

USTO
SSTR ! Stay,
O Ce
Dozer Work
Dennis Foerster

(512) 253-6655
(979) 542-8406 Cell

1061 PR 8039
Giddings, Texas 78942

% Real Estate Sales License -
‘Westfall Real Estate, Glddings

# Soil and Fertility Managament

. + Forage Management

BI“Y J' GI"!.II"I‘I # Wildlife Habitat Management

Farm & Ranch Consulting Ak

Real Estate Sales  Aquatic Waed Ider}hﬁcatmr\fMaﬂagemant

“ B.5. and M.5; Agriculture/Agronomy
512-253-6829; home # 32 years County Extansion Agent -

g?s -540-0351; cell Agriculture/Natural Resources
BGillum@ag.tamu.edu

Giddings
(979) 542-3666
Austin

(512) 472-1147
Toll Free
(800) 258-8302
FAX

(979) 542-3220

R J Nitsche

www.INTonline.com

143 EAST AUSTIN STREET ¢+ GIDDINGS, TEXAS 78942

@ JOHN DEERE

Jaeger's Inc.

PO Box 36, 1309 E. Austin

Guddings, TX 78942

979-542-2259 979-542-3906 Fax 888-334-2933
E-mail: jaeger@jsegersing com

Website: www |aBgersing com

Larry’s

Fish Farm ﬂ;

Channel Cat - Humpback Blue Cat - Perch
Minnows & Bass

Larry Spitzenberger (979) 542-6245
4203 N Hwy 77 Fax (979) 542-2365
Giddings, Texas 78942 www.texasateanm.com

Tex. Fish Farm Lic. #27967

LEE COUNTY BANK
a branch of
First Nati 1 Bank in C:

# 825 E. Austin /P. O. Box 820

Giddings, Texas 78942
Telephone: 979/542-6666
FAX: 979/542-2507
www_Icbgid.com
Member FDIC

“SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY”

LEE COUNTY GENERAL STOR.E

- .

1790 W AUSTIN STREET ]
GIDDINGS, TX 78942 =
(979) 542-3188
1-800-242-5880
FEED - SEED - FERTILIZER - FENCING - LAWN & GARDEN
EQUINE, LIVESTOCK, PET & WILDLIFE SUPPLIES
BULK FUEL - 24 HR FUEL STATION
CLOTHING - BOOTS - NOVELTIES - DRINKS

Lo O Lvas
Feed

Lee County Proz)

Representing Buyers of Lee County Keal Estate

8705 Shoal Creck Blvd, Suite 116 Jeff W. Bullard
Austin, Texas 78757 Broker
512/940-0444 mobile
512/476-2278 ofc
512/476-2280 fax

www.leecountyproperties.com
jeftb@leecountyproperties.com

MARKERT

CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY
EDWARD MARKERT
Custom Built Homes and Remodeling
SHOP & OFFICE 1184 PR 8020 W. Hwy. 21
979/542-3920 LINCOLN, TX 78948-9703

FAX # 979-542-7035 HOME: 979/542-0214

ROUND TOP STATE BANK

Curtis Frosch
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

Giddings Branch Manager
1442 E. Austin
P.0. Box 180 979-542-7872
Giddings, TX 78942 Fax 979-542-6205

%ng Real Estate

157 S. Manse Giddings, Texas 78942
(979) 542-0078 fax

Professional & Courteous Service
Doug Westfall & Leon Westfall

www.westfallrealestate.com

(979) 542-1234 office



