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It’s Time For The Annual Meeting

It’s hard to believe another year has
come and gone and it is nearly time
for the Wildlife Association’s annual
meeting. It will be held on Friday,
February 5 at the Sons of Herman Hall
south of Giddings off Highway 77 at
County Road 223. The social hour will
get started at 5:00 and the meal
around 6:30 p.m.

Come on out for some good chicken
fried steak and great fellowship. As
always, there will be plenty of door
prizes as well as many nice raffle
items so bring plenty of money. Door
prizes will be given throughout the
evening so come early. In an effort to
expedite giving out so many prizes
we ask that each family member sign

in at their co-op table to be eligible
for the door prizes.

Meal tickets are only $5 for adults.
Kids up through high school still eat
free, so bring the whole family.
Tickets can be purchased at the time
of registration.

We will not have a guest speaker this
year. We will have the annual photo
contest and hopefully some nice bucks
on display. If you have antlers or a
mount you would like to share with
the crowd, please bring it to be put
on display.

Mark it on your calendar and be sure
to attend!

What About Predator Control?

Habitat enhancement is the most
"natural” way to minimize predation.
This involves manipulating the habitat
to favor the prey species. Generally,
the more cover available to a prey
species the better its odds of survival.
Habitat enhancement ranges from
strategic brush removal to subtle
changes in grazing. The goal should
not be to improve only isolated
patches of the landscape, but rather
to make the landscape uniformly
habitable. This allows the prey
species to use the entire site to
escape from predators. Prey animals
naturally concentrate along creek
banks and in other special habitats
(for example, isolated turkey roosts),
but unnatural concentrations can
occur near supplemental feeding
areas. Any concentration of prey

attracts predators and may make it
easier for them to catch a meal.

Before implementing a predator
management program, you should
have some idea of the density and the
survival of the offspring of the prey
species you want to protect. Let’s use
deer as an example: If your deer
density is below carrying capacity
(the number the habitat can support)
and you have low fawn survival, then
removing coyotes just prior to
fawning season might be helpful, but
if you have a 50% or greater fawn
survival then it might not be worth
the effort. Major predators for
ground nesting birds such as turkey or
quail are probably raccoons and
bobcats. If you only remove the larger
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
predators you may allow a proliferation of smaller
ones that can have unexpected impacts.

To determine if a predator management program is
achieving its goals you should do annual surveys on
the prey species and keep record of your trapping
effort and success. All wildlife populations rise and
fall. Predation may be a minor problem one year
but a major one the next. Game populations may
or may not respond to predator control as
anticipated. Drought, disease, weather extremes
and other environmental factors can affect the
result of a control program.

Trapping and snaring are the most effective tools
landowners have to remove predators but learning
which are the most efficient and humane tools for
the job and how to use them effectively takes time
and experience. There are several trapping supply
companies that sell books and videos on trapping
that include trap and snare selection. The internet
is the best source to find these stores. One good
site is R-P Outdoors 1-800-762-2706
(www.rpoutdoors.com). It is a good idea to get a
book or DVD on the subject and educate yourself
before you purchase foot hold traps or snares. You
will be more successful and probably save money in
the log run.

You do not have to have a license to trap predators
in Texas if you do not retain or sell the pelts. You
will need a hunting license to shoot them and a
trapper’s license in order to keep or sell the pelts.

. Rocky Mountain
ELK FOUNDATION

™

We would like to thank the
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
for another year of support
and we look forward to
working together in the future!

www.leecountywildlife.org

County Coyote Bounties
Doubled for Members in 2010

The Lee County Commissioners voted to reduce the
bounty for coyotes harvested in the county from $20
dollars down to $10 dollars effective October 1, due
to budget constraints. Well, the Association
directors voted at their November meeting to offer a
$10 dollar bounty for the first 100 pairs of ears
turned in by Lee County Wildlife Association
members.

To take advantage of this offer, request a copy of
the county affidavit you sign when turning ears in to
the county. Take this document to the Lee County
Agrilife Extension Office to get registered.

If You Like Varmint Calling...
This Might Interest You!

There will be Varmint Hunting Tournament hosted in
Lexington beginning at noon on January 30. This is
not a Wildlife Association sponsored event but |
thought it was timely given the bounty offered.
Teams of up to four can register. For more
information or to register contact KNOCKS BOW
REPAIR at 512-636-9488.

Oldest Buck Contest

If you shot a spike or an old buck this season in Lee
County, and you are currently a member of one of
the co-ops you are eligible for one of two prizes.

Since we didn’t have check stations this year you
need to get your deer to Greg Pleasant for aging.
Make sure | know about any spikes you shot to be
entered into the spike drawing. My deadline for
getting you entered will be January 22nd .

The purpose of the current antler regulation is to
allow more bucks to make it into older age classes
by taking pressure off of the younger bucks. Hunters
are encouraged to learn to estimate the age of a
buck by their physical characteristics and behavior
before shooting them.

Please bring your antlers and mounts to the
annual meeting to be displayed for all to see.
We will have the display walls on hand.
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Wildlife Photo Contest

Recent Workshops

We would like to have more entries for this year’s
contest so please keep sending them in! Everyone
enjoys looking at wildlife photos so please share
yours with the rest of us. We’ll be displaying the
photos using a projection system again this year, so
you can submit your digital photos electronically,
saving printing cost and simplifying delivery. Email
them to me at tpwbiologist@bluebon.net. Enter as
many as you like, but please have your name in the
title of each photo. We prefer jpeg for digital or
unframed 8x10’s, but 4x6’s will be accepted.
Printed photos will be scanned for the presentation.

Rules: the photos must be of a live animal taken in
Lee County during 2009. There are two categories,
general (hand held camera) and trail camera.

Deadline: You must have your photos in to Greg
Pleasant’s office by January 22nd.

The directors will be judging the photos and awards
will be given at the annual meeting. Please have
your name, which category (general or trail), and
phone number on the back of each printed photo.
The association will not be responsible for returning
photos, but you can make arrangements to pick
them up after they are digitized for the
presentation.

Time To Check Bluebird Boxes

It is time to start cleaning, repairing and putting up
new bluebird boxes for the new nesting season.
Using predator guards and deterring fire ants are
important steps in helping nesting success.

Most nesting won’t start until March, but there are
always some early nesters so check your boxes once
a week and continue to do so through July. Just
remember that when you see nest construction
almost completed, do not disturb the box during the
first three days of egg laying. After that you can
check the box in the afternoon without bothering
the female. The other critical period not to disturb
the nest is just prior to the young leaving the box
(when they are about 10 days old).

For more information about bluebird and purple
martin nest box care and maintenance, please read
past articles posted on the Lee County Wildlife
Association’s website at leecountywildlife.org.

We strive to provide educational and informative
programs for landowners and the community
throughout the year. Here are some of our recent
programs:

Youth Shooting and Hunter Education Event:

In October we held our 5th annual Youth Shooting
and Hunter Education Event for middle and high
school students. It continues to be a very worthwhile
program reaching many youth that would otherwise
not have the opportunity to receive training in
hunter ethics and firearm safety training.

Waterfowl Program:

A Waterfowl Program was held a the Lincoln
Community Center in September. Waterfowl
identification, habitat needs, populations and flyway
status information was provided.

Deer Anatomy Workshop:

A Deer Anatomy Workshop was held at the flying Z
ranch in October. External and internal anatomy was
covered including glands and how they are used in
communication with other deer. This program was
repeated due to popular demand.

Prescribed Burn Workshop:

The fourth annual Prescribed Burn Workshop was
held in December to train landowners how to safely
use fire as a habitat management tool. We covered
the history of fire, the importance of weather
before, during and after the fire, lighting
techniques, establishing effective fire lines to
contain the fire and tools that make the job easier
and safer.

Cost Sharing for Food Plots

Mid-March is the time to plant spring food plots.
Remember to take advantage of the food plot seed
reimbursement program. Members purchasing seed
for wildlife food plots can receive up to twenty-
five dollars in reimbursement from the Lee County
Wildlife Association in an effort to reward
members for helping wildlife in Lee County and to
possibly encourage others to do the same.

You can purchase the seed from any retailer but
the seed must be planted in Lee County to qualify.
The deadline to have receipts to the Extension
office for spring food plot seed will be May 1.
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< Lane <L Robyn Jacob

Y 230 Centennial St. - Carmine
PO Box 361,Carmine, Texas 78932
rjacob@industryinet.com

196 N. Madison St. - Giddings
PO Box 386, Giddings, Texas 78942
cffgiddings@industryinet.com e
N , 279-278-3111 Carmine
\ Utrena 979-542-2446 Giddines

Carmine Feed & Fertilizer, Inc.

Dianna Noack
Branch President

* CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK

104 West Austin
Giddings, Texas 78942
979-542-3136

Fax: 979-542-0239

www.cnbanktexas.com
E-mail: dnoack @cnbanktexas.com

City Meat Market

Custom Slaughtering
BBQ & Sausage Daily
Retail & Wholesale Cuts * Halves & Quarters
Deer Processing
GERALD BIRKELBACH
Owner
Market: (979) 542-2740
Plant: (979) 542-3555
Home: (979) 366-9673

101 W. Austin
Giddings, TX 78942

(CLASSIC

B A N K

www.classicbank.com « 979.542.6666

825 EAST AUSTIN « P.O. BOX 820  GIDDINGS, TEXAS 78942

® MEMBER FDIC 04109

Wayne Galipp Direct Line 979-542-7282
Vice President Email: wgalipp@fnbgiddings.com

First National Bank

P.O. Box 269 * 108 East Austin
Giddings, Texas 78942-0269
979-542-1200 « Fax 979-542-0788
Website: www.FNBGiddings.com

Flying W Mallards

Greenhead Mallard Ducks Available

Dennis & Pauline Wachsmann
(Mickey)

1144 Private Road 8026 Home: 512-253-6368
Paige, Texas 7659 Cell: 979-540-7294
2 Miles west on 21 from Manhiem

* Root Plowing * Pond Construction * Brush Clearing

+ Maintainer Work * Disking * Hauling
USTO
© R

Anyone wishing to place a
business card ad for one year
may contact the Lee County

Wildlife Association c/o

Texas AgriLife Extension

Heart of Texas
Real Estate

Find Your Freedom

143 EAST AUSTIN STREET ¢ GIDDINGS, TEXAS 78942

Website: www.jaegersing . com

T BILLY J. GILLUM
Dozer Work Office: 325.643.1515 ACENT
Dennis Foerster Post Office Box 150 52;&2&?‘,‘3{&3,"5 Motgillle: 979H540A0351
. . N illy@uchotre.com
(512) 253.6855 1061 PR 9630 Giddings TX 78942-0150 i Drowwood. b realestate.com @
(979) 542-8406 Cell Giddings, Texas 78942 Lee and surrounding counties =%
Giddings 3
asrr. | | (€ JornDeRe Y S
-
Austin R R TR Fish Farm
(512) 472-1147
Toli Free Channel Cat - Humpback Blue Cat - Perch
R J Nitsche (800) 258-8302 Minnows & Bass
. FAX Jaeger's Inc. -
www.INTonline.com (979) 542:3220 g%d?:;sa%( 1308 € Austin Larry Spitzenberger (979) 542-6245
979-542-2259 979.542-3906 Fax 888-334-2933 4203 N Hwy 77 Fax (979) 542-2365
E-mail: jaeger@jaegersinc.com Gilﬁﬁngs, Texas 78942 www.texasateam.com

Tex. Fish Farm Lic. #27967

| EE COUNTY GENERAL STORE

PO BOX 120
= 1790 W AUSTIN STREET )
GIDDINGS, TX 78942 =
[ | (979) 542-3188 Lano O Laves
— 1-800-242-5880 Foed

FEED - SEED - FERTILIZER - FENCING - LAWN & GARDEN
EQUINE, LIVESTOCK, PET & WILDLIFE SUPPLIES
BULK FUEL - 24 HR FUEL STATION
CLOTHING - BOOTS - NOVELTIES - DRINKS

Austin ==

Lee County Pro})ert’w)é/

Representing Buyers of Lee County Keal Estate

8705 Shoal Creck Blvd, Suite 116 JCRW Bullard
Austin, Texas 78757 Broker
512/940-0444 mobile
512/476-2278 ofc
512/476-2280 fax

www.leecountyproperties.com
jeffh@leecountyproperties.com

MARKERT
CONSTRUCTION

COMPANY
EDWARD MARKERT

Custom Built Homes and Remodeling

SHOP & OFFICE
979/542-3920
FAX # 979-542-7035

1184 PR 8020 W. Hwy. 21
LINCOLN, TX 78948-9703
HOME: 979/542-0214

ROUND TOP STATE BANK

Curtis Frosch
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

Giddings Branch Manager
1442 E. Austin
P.O. Box 180 979-542-7872
Giddings, TX 78942 Fax 979-542-6205

<@z SELL

— TEJAS TRADING POST
!!BUY' ~=—- GUNS - KNIVES

BOB & CHARLOTTE WHITESIDES
2121 W. HWY 290
P.0. BOX 546
GIDDINGS, TX 78942
979-542-3885

CONCEALED
HANDGUN
COURSE

email - tejastrading@verizon.net

%W Real Estate

157 S. Manse Giddings, Texas 78942
(979) 642-1234 office

(979) 542-0078 fax
Professional & Courteous Service
Doug Westfall & Leon Westfall

www.westfallrealestate.com




